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probably  Aircroft 
Possibly  Aircraft 

Wos  Astronomical**^!^ 
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Cn  6 October  1959 1 ia  Northern  Wisconsin, . two  civilians  observed  a brightly  glowing-  , 
object  streak  from  East  Northeast  to  V/est  Southweat  at  a high  rats  of  speed*  This 
sighting  took  place  during  a display  of  the  Aurora  Borealis*  About  a minute  after  th 
object  disappeared  from  view,  the  observers  heard  four  distinct  reports,  similar  to 
the  sound  of- an  88MM  Gun*.  • ' ’ 


The'  observers  probably  'witnessed  a phenomenon  which  is  a part  of  the  Aurora  Borealis 
or 'a  jet  aircraft  cutting  in  its  afterburner*. 


Description  of  the  object: 

(1)  Shape:.  No  definite  shape,  . 

(2) -  Size:  Cannot  estimate.  • 

(3)  Color:  .Whitish  changing  to  red  as  it  burned. 

(4) '  Ntuaber:  One*  . . ^ 

(5)  Formation:  N/A.  • ' ^ 

(6)  -Discernible  Features:  Smooth,  constant  raov-sment  - not  erratic, 

(7X  Tail J Trail  or  exhaust:  None  observed. 

(8V  Sound:  None* 

(9)  , Unusual  Features:  About  a minute  after  disappearance  of  the  object 
■ ’r  \ • • observers  heard  four  distinct  sounds,  similar  to 

. ■ , . the  report  of  an  88HM  Gun. 


Description  of  Course  of  Object: 

(ly  .Why  noticed:  Observers  were  outdoors,  looking  at  Aurora  Borealis  display 

(2)  Initial  elevation  and  azimuth:  Ten  miles  elevation,  azimuth  unknown. 

(3)  .Final' elevation  and  azimuth:  Ten  miles  elevation,  azimuth  unknown. 

(4) .  Flight  path  and  maneuvers:  - Flying  straight  an(J  horizontal,  East  North- 

east to  West  Southwest. 

(3)  Manner  of  disappearance:  Object  became  samller  and  smaller,  but  li^ht 

•remained  at  same  intensity. 

(6)  , Length  of  time  in  sight:  Fifteen  seconds. 


Manner  of  Observation: 

(1)  : Method:  Ground- visual. 

(2) '  Optical  Aids:  None 

I3)  "Airborne  sighting  information 
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ion  01  oDservers: 
North-srn  •Wisconsin  b 
wsst  shore  of  Booth 
of  Cneida  County  Lin 


I ooun 


Identifying  information  on  observer 
(1)  CivillaLn:  1. 

Illustratorfor  V/isccnsin  Conservati 
Age  unknown. 

Bellability  of  Mr.  M^HP||||||^  ' Mr. 
person  and  sincere  in  his  reporting 
he  is  by  profession  an  artist  and  n 
description  of  the  sighting  is  accu: 
C2)'  Military;  None. 


seemed  to  be  an  intelligent 
A former  soldier  in  the  German  Array, 
re  obs erv er . As  such,  I believe  his 
4HHBBBHPiras  not  interviewed 


Weather  and  winds  alo'ft  at  time  and  place  of  sighting 

(1)  , Observers  account  of  weather:  Clear  sky,  shooti: 

Lights ► 

(2)  ; AWS  Heport:  . , 

' .(1)  Surface:  040/05  ( 

. (2)  6,000:  090/120  ( 

<3)  10,000:  100/15  - ( 

, (4)  16,000:  240/10  ( 

(3)  Ceiling: • None 

(4)  .Visibility:  10  Miles. 

(5)  Cloud  Cover:  Scattered' at  12,000';  high  scattered 

(6) '  Thunderstorms  in  Area:  None 

(7)  Temperature  gradient:  4730':  l0“ 


and  Northern 


250/50 

250/55 

240/50 


Unusual  activity  in  area:  Low  overcast  and 

(1)  Meteorological:  None 

(2)  Astronomical : None • 

(3)  Other:  Aurora  Boreaus,  Shooting  Stars 


Air  traffic  or  Balloon  releases  in  area:  Little  or  no  known  aircraft 

activity  in  area.-  Green  Bay  weather  station  releases  a baiioon  at  spp 
mately  2400Z  daily. 
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Preliniinary  Analysis. 

The  sounds  heard,  as  wsll  as  the  sighting  cr^ula  have  been  nar-i  of  the 
liorthern  Lights  display.  The  sighting  may  also  have  been  a jet  aircraft 
cutting  in  its .afterburner.  > 

Movement  of  lights  within  the  Aurora  Borealis  is  common.  According  to  the 
Observatory  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  a crackling  typ'  of  sound  or 
a.  Brush  Discharge  is  not  infrequent . , ■ 

Although  no  definite  evidence  was  obtained  concerning  air  traffic  in  the 
area^  it  is  possible  that  a jet  aircraft  was  in  the  general  region.  Flying 
conditions  were  VFR  at  the  time  and  the  FAA  at  Minneapolis  had  no  record  of 
times  .of  flights,  -■  - ’ 


Physical  evidence:  , ’ , , - ^ - ’ 

(1)  ^^  Photograplis:  None  * ' 

(2)  . Material  evidence:  See  sketch  attached 


CMMENTS  of  Preparing  Officer 


See  Analysis  Above 
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